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BUSINESS STATISTICS - 26th November, 1941, 


Records in employment and factory activity, in the 
use of gms and clectricity, ond in reil, tram and bus 
traffic refleot the expanding war effort, Higher incomes 
have cnabled srcater savings than ever before bub trade 
returns may imply that eivil consumption is not being 
curtailed as required to release resources for war, 
Building permits were reduced in Oct, y 1941 at least in 
part because of the brick strike, since settled, 

America's Lend-Lease aid is inercasing rapidly. 


CONTENTS, 
season: Rain needed, Wheat harvest forecast, 
Export Prices and Prices steady, N.Z, Indies sets up Purchasing 
External Conditions : Office in Aust, Conditions in U.K, - Reserved 


age raised, Fixed price replacing 'cost-plus' for war 
contracts, London stock market firm, Conditions in Up Sake 
-~Lend-Lease activities, Coal strike ended, Anti-Comiterm pact 
renewed in Berlin, Iceland, France, Japan, Italy. 


Currency, British dollar assets diminishing, 
Relationships: Sterling firm in New York, 
Wools Wool handling difficulties, Appreisements in Sydney. 


Position of Australian mills in relation to inereased 
civilian woollen imports from Britain, 


Wheat: Harvest forceast at 45 m, bus, Canadian wheat sold to 
U.K. Prices steady, Flour trade depressed, 

Butter: Production inereasing, Pastry and 2nd Grade butter, 
Prices - export and local, 

Metals: Yin and silver firm in London, Copper in Awt, 


Export parities for 4ust, metals - September, 1941, 


Wholesale Trade; Employment in N,S.W. - Mid-Oct., 1941. 
Sales under Sales Tax Acts, Aug. & Jon,~Aug., 1941, 


Retail Trade: Employment in N,S,W, - mid-Oct., 1941, 
Aetivity in City Shops - Sept. & Sept.Qr., 1941, 


Savings Banks: Depositors! Balances and Open Accounts = Oct,d1,1941, 
aa War Savings Certificates, 


Employment, N.S.W: Persons employed - mid-October, 1941, 


Manufacturing EnpLoyment - mid-October, 1941, 
Industries, N.S.W.: 42 Large Factories - Sales, ctc. - Sept, & 0 aie 
e e ee : 


Gas & Blectricity: Index of Consumption (Sydney) - Oct., 1941, 
Railways, N.S.W.: Passengers, Freight & Finance - Sept. & Sept.Qre, 1941. 


Trans & Buses. Passengers & Finance - Sept, & Sept.Qr., 1941, 


(Sydney & Neweastle) 
Building Permits: Value an’ No, of Dwellings - Oct, and Jan,-Oct., 1941, 
ss ‘ ts 
Metropolis, 


BUSINESS STATISTICS ~ 26th November, 1941. 


PART I PRIMARY AND EXPORT INDUSTRIES. 


SEASON, Heavy general rain is needed though in recent weeks showers and thunder-~ 
storms have ee fill out the grain in wheat crops and to keep grasses growing 
in favoured area Last week there were light to moderate falls along the coast, 
Tablelands and eee rn Slopes and Plains but the dry sout-western section 
of the State did not benefit, In the final forecast the.estimate of the N.ogi. 
wheat harvest has been raised from 43 to 45 m, DUS». | 


es PRICES AND ' Australian export prices have been maintained at a level 
JE comparable to that of the prosperous years 1955-56 to 1937=38 and 
cerrae about 20 p.c. above the pre-depression level, No fresh arrange-~ 


ments affecting exports of primary products have been announced 
but enquiries are proceeding regarding the position as affected by Lend-Leas« 
exports of foodstuffs: from U,S,A. to Britain, Australia is to send a large 
consignment of railway engines and waggons to Iran. The Neth,EZ.Indies is 
establishing a Purchasing Office in Australia, 


In Britain the reserved age has been raised two years in about 70 occupations, 
Most warplane production is now on a fixed price (instead of cost-plus) basis. 
Britain is supplying Russian needs on Lend-Lease terms, he London stock market 
is very firm, partly due to satisfaction with the Libyan offensive, 


Contracts for more than 75 p.c, of the United States 37, 000 m,. Lend-Lease 
appropriation have been let. During the war 35, 250 m. of U.S. goods have been 
shipped to U.K. including $1,000 m, under Lend-Lease corer pete In Sept, 1941 
eons Bee pe eos oe were $207 m, and those of Oct. were od The Wit, 

oal str has ended and the threatened railway strike may be averted, Un- 
Bees France and French asia lenses are now being blockaded by Britain as 
enemy-occupied territory, The U.S.A. has suspended export Licenses for North & 
Africa, Iccland is receiving food ete, from U.S,4. on Lend-Lease terms, . The 
Anti-Comitern Pact was renewed for five years in Berlin on Nov. 24. Japan is 
fceling effects of the asscts-freczing move of the Democracfes in commodity 
shortages, Italy is reported to be "in the grip of swift inflation". 


When British commitments centered into in America before the 
Lend-Lease arrangement are met it is expected that Britain's pre-war 


SEATTONSHIES, dollar resources, now reduced by about two-thirds, will be practically 
eating te ep ahem 3 ee $ Lae 
exhausted, Dollar funds remaining at Sept, 1, 1941 were: estimated 


at $1,527 m. of which about 9730 m, arc presumed to be available as cash assets. 
By March next Britain will have met all pre=lend-lease obligations and at the 
beginning of that month will hold dollar balances of about $4.50 m, only. There- 
after there must be reliance upon the carnings of British exporters to provide 

the funds required to pay for purchases from America outside the scope of the Lend- 
Lease Act, 


During the past month the rate of exchange U.S.A, dollars for sterling in the 
open market in New York has been steady at buyers $4,035 and sellers 94,04 to 
&l stg, Since May last the variations in the sterling dollar rate have been 
negligible, 


WOOL, In New South Wales the shearing scason is cnding, ani there is still some 
difficulty in securing trucks to rail the wool to appraisement centres. Recent 
appraisements include a greater proportion of the better quality wool; Now that 
the ban on overtime in wool stores has been lifted it is expected that the rate of 
handling the clip will improve, but as there is to be no Saturday work it is 
doubtful if the full planned pre-Christmas appraiscments can be completed. 


From July 1 to Nov, 19, 1941 wool totalling 939,708 bales was received in Sydney 
eonuer ee with 969,049 bales in the corresponding renee of last season, To that 
te 570,999 bales had been appraised, or 70,714 bales fewer than in 1940, 


It is believed unlikely that any change in the British Government's purchase 
price for Australian wool will be made in respect of the current ¢lip. 
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PART I (Continucd) 


Australien woollen mills have been oceupicd mainly on military, etc, ordors 
since the war began and have not been able to mect civilian demands. This has 
enabled British manufacturers to inercese their shipments to Australia, and 
apparently the urgeney of war supplics and the benefit of speedy filling of orders 
has justified this course, However Australian manufacturers are concerned lest 

aluable peacetime markets be lost to them 


WHEAT, The final forecast of the New South Wales harvest is 45 m, bus. which is 2 m, 
bus. greater than carlier anticipations and compares with 245 m, bus, last season 
and an average of 60,1 m, bus. in the ten seasons 1930-31 to 1939-40, ‘The 
Australian horvest may be between 160 and 170 m, bus. Average production in the 
ten years ended 1939-40 was 177,7 m, bus, Last scason only 82,7 m. bus, were 
produccd, 


Argentine wheat crops, which were full of promise carly in the season, have 
deteriorated and are expected to yield less than 190 m, bus, 


i trade report refers to the sale this month of another 120 m, bus, of Canndian 
wheat to Britain and mentions the belicf that this wheat is required for Russia, 


North American wheat futures have varied very little during the past fortnight 
and quotations on the London Baltic Exchange have been unchanged for Argentine 
and Australian wheat and show a slight rise in price of Canadian wheat, 


On the local murket there has been some enquiry for wheat for export flour in 
the last few days but generally business has been confined to the local produce 
trade and some buying for local flour, Leck of orders for export flour has been 
reflected in reduced milling activity and a shortage of wheat offals. 


Local prices are steady, For bulk wheat for local flour the Board's price is 
3s.1itd, a bus, ex trucks, Sydney. Flour is quoted wholesale in Sydney at 
£12,138, a-ton (including tax). 


PRICES OF WHEAT IN NEW SOUTH WALES, 
Shippers? offers to 1938-39, Price of wheat for local flour from Dede, 1959, 


a re eee eae! 


October. 
i | Nov, 25, 
Bulk Wheat. Av,1951-35 | 1937, | 1959, | 1940. ;, 1940. | i94t. 
iw Shillings and pence per-bushel, 
Ex trucks, Sydney 2 9h BIS «| 2S PS tee | Sas. (pee eae 
Equiv,cx farm at ; Dyed 
country siding & oe ee 48 | 4 sty 244. “| 24a 0] 6 ogo tog 


& Exclusive of bounty. ¢ Net equivolent of advences made to date, 


BUTTER, Where useful rein has fallen along the coast,butter production has inereased 

S ememiemmnecmatinetia " % < = ¥ =e 4 ae 
and sufficient butter is now being made in N,5,\, to meet the local demand. hecse 
production is still very low. 


Neither pastry nor second quality butter ig accepted by the British Government 
under the new contract. ‘x etorics heave been advised to discontinue making pastry 
butter and the Commomvealth Government's policy regerding second grade butter is 


under consideration. 


For choicest butter the price under the British contract for 194im42 is the 
same as in 1940-41, i.c., equivalent to 1375.20, 2 crt. froed., fustralion ports. 
The local vricc (thoLesalc ) of 158s,8d, 2 avwt. has been unchanged since June 85,1958. 
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PART I (Continued) 


PRICES OF BUTTER - EXPORT AND LOCAL, 


Export Parity 
local: Sales, 


METALS, Maximum prices fixed by the British Ministry of Supply in London for certain 
base metals are unchanged, Pricess per ton arc:=- Electrolytic copper, £62; 
Lead, £25 and spelter, £25,15s, 


Open market quotations in London for tin and silver are very steady. The price 
of silver has not vericd from 1s,1144, an oz, ror over three months. Tin tended 
. Little dearer during the past week and was £257,17s.6d, on Nov, 21 or a little 
above the average in recent months, 


yes 


aE 


Australian supplies of copper are strained but there are prospects of production 
boing inereascd in 1941-42 by the operation of new plant recently installed, 
No, Australian copper is being exported, 

Australian producers are being paid for metals cxported prices appreciably above 
taos]e’ mulinc before the wars, It is understood that much Australian lead has been 
sent to the United States, Export parity prices of metals compare as unders= 


AVERAGE PRICES OF AUSTRALIAN METALS = EXPORT PARITIZS, 


(Australian currency, f.0.5., Australia port, ) 


Silver ~ |°-Lead, Spelter, Tin Cold 
(Standard) |} (Standard) Fine) 
ae o ton, fe tors ton OZ 
Se Gig Le Se de De Se a. oe Se dis 
iverage, 1957 2 1,0 he Oat iE 
1958 Pe Oat aly aly Sal fe 
1939 5 A 17 12 4 
July, 1939 | 1 9.4 16 19 me 
Sept., 1940 DAR | 18 8 Shes a) 
hip tot |e 4.6 | ao aot 4 0 
Sept, loath] 2° 46. |e ee 40.140 
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PART Ea FINANCE AND TRADE, 


WHOLESLLE TRADE, Except in the motor trade, etc. (where Goverment controls have 
been vigorous) and for the enforced substitution of Locally=-produced for imported. 
goods, traders appear to have suffered little disturbance to trade generally. 
Particulars of the number of persons in the employ of wholesalers with ten or more 
employees (given below) show a tendency for employment to inerease somewhat in 
recent months after varying very little during the preceding two years, Changes 
in employment in wholesale trade are not necessarily related to the state of 
business but the recent increase has been associated with appreciable increases in 
sales both at retail (see succeeding note) and wholesale, This may imply that 
taxation and appeals for voluntary curtailment of civilian demands have not 
succeeded in preventing some of the added income of the war period being applied 
to consumer purchases, 


Sales recorded under the Sales Tax Acts in August and the eight months ended 
August, 1941 were each a record for the month and period, In the inerease of 
12,6 p.c.e in sales in Jan,-Aug., 1941 compared with a year earlier, higher prices 
and Government purchases of war supplies also have a place, Statistical 
comparisons are as follow:- 


WHOLESALE TRADE - NEW SOUTH WALES, 


Persons employed by Wholesalers 


| Sales by Registered Traders, 
with ten or more employees, 


Month of | January Inerease over 
August, to August, | Jan,-Aug,of 


Preceding year. 


amillion | £nillion, Per cent, 
1937 alee 2 TAZ SOo 
1958 IND) SARS 125,90 
1939 L6CSL 12578 
1940 aly eet AO gi6D 


19414 20,41 148,25 


RETAIL TRADE, There are indications that civilian consumption has been inoreasing 
rather than being reduced as the concentration of all possible energy upon war 
objects requires, In the nine months ended September, 1941 goods sold in 2 group 
of large city shops were 16.8 p.c. greater in value than in the corresponding period 
of 1940, Part of the increase is due to higher prices in which higher sales tax 
was a factor. Freer spending reflects the record level of employment and in= 
ercased wage-earnings, Thus, in September, 1941 average weekly earnings of all 
persons in N.S.W. (including females and juniors) employed in firms with ten or 
more employees were 99s, compared with 91s,5d, in September, 1940 and 87s,7d, in 
September, 1939. Apparently taxation and voluntary saving (see p. 5 ) have not 
drawn off sufficient of the added income to prevent some increase in the demand 
for goods and services, There has been an appreciable inerease in the number of 
persons employed in shops with ten or more employees during the war period, 
particularly in the City of Sydney and in the Newcastle District. In October 
1941 the number employed in these larger shops (54, 109) was 4.8 pec. greater than 
im Oct., 1959. 


EMPLOYMENT iN RETAIL TRADE - NEW SOUTH WALES. 


Middle week Sydney. _| Neweastle Country Total - N.S. 
of October District, Tovms. Number, Iner.~ Yr. 
City. | Suburbs. | ended Oct, 


Persons Employed in Shops with Ten or more Employees. 


1937 55, 518 
1958 36, 052 
1959 36, 494 
1940 36, 636 
1944 38,753 . 


PART II (Continued) 


LARGE CITY SHOPS. Ina group of large city shops sales in September, 1941 were 
20.5 Dec. greater in value than in Sept.e, 1940, Electrical goods (-5.8 PeCe) wos 
the only one of twenty classes shoving a decrease and there were two increases 
excecding 30 p.c. (including sports and travel goods 438,6%) nine between 20 and 
30 pece (including food and perishables +29,6 pec.) and eight between 9 and 20 p.c, 
Stocks were 10.5 pec. greater than at the end of September, 1940 though depleted 
a little in lines such as household picce goods, fancy drapery, building matcrials, 
ete, and sports and travel goods, These shops had 5.2 p.c. more employees and 
paid out 12.2 p.ce more in salaries and wages than in September, 1940, The 
following comparisons show a considerably greater increase in the value of sales 
this year than last ycar in comparison with the corresponding months of a year 


carlicrs:- 
Jon Feb, Mer. Apre Maye due July Aug. Sept. 
Inerease (%) in sales value over same month of preceding year. 
1940 7.8 10.6 -7,6 14,4 7,0 “2,1 41.2 12,7 -1,0 
1941 seg 6.2 1369 8.5 24-62 58.4 10.5 16,5 20,9 


SAVINGS BANKS, The record amount of £91, 314,000 was at eredit of depositors in 
savings banks in New South Wales on 31st October, i941, The increase during 
October, though large £579, 000) was not as great as in any of the preeeding three 
months, probably because of subscriptions to the Commomyealth £100 m, cash and 
conversion loan, open from Oct 7 to Nov, 15. Savings deposits usually decrease 
during big loan operations. 


In the four months ended October £3, 565,000 was added to savings accounts which 
was by far the most rapid inerease ever recorded:- 


July to October - 1935. 1936. 1937. 1938. 1939. 1940. 1941, 
Increase : £000 895 (~)45 1008 757 (~)863° 2,467 ~~ 3,565 


Much of the money invéstcd in War Savings Certificates would otherwise be deposited 
in savings accomts., In the nine months ended Scptember the amount paid for 
War Savings Certificates averaged (at cost, less repayments) £229,844 a month, 
Thus, in these two forms alone small savings have reached the rate of about £155 m. 
a year_in the first four months of 1941-42, The record capacity for and practice 
of thrift are the result of greater employment, higher wage carnings, and patriotic 
endeavour. (In N.S.W. the wages bill was £211 m, in 1940-41, compared with £190 m, 
4n 1939-40 and £183,.5 m, in 1938-39), There were 61,211 more open savings accounts 
on 31st October, 1941 than at the end of October 1939, 


SAVINGS BANKS IN NeW SOUTH WALES, 


At 50th At dist In In year At dist 

_ Sept. 0 October ended Oct. Oct. a 
£000 900 
1937 | 82,461 82, 960 249 1,254 
1938 | 86,436 86,765 312 1. Ste 
1959 |.86, 557 86,751 516 1,520 
1940 | 83,827 84, 568 327 15a 
_ 1941 | 90,755 | 91,514 375 oe 


Minus sign (-) denotes deerease. 
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PART III INDUSTRIES, 


EMPLOYMENT is increasing steadily month by month but not so rapidly as a year ogo. 


1957 
1958 
1959 
1940 
1941 


Unemployment is almost negligible and there is increasing difficulty in recruiting 
labour from the hitherto non-wage-carning groups. Mony of the 10,977 adult males 
registered es unemployed at State Labour Exchanges on Oct, 34, 19441 (comparcd with 
50,792 a year before and 52,851 at the beginning of the wor) are unsuitable for 
regular employment, 


Industrial disputcs in some important industrics have been overcome but are 
threatening stoppages in others, A near-at-hand problem may be to avert an 
upward course of labour costs becoming so pronounced as to give new impetus to 
inflationary tendencies, 


At 51st October, 1941 there were 918,658 persons in employment in N,5,W. This 


was 58,777 more than in Oct,, 1940 and 68,609 more than in Aug, 1939 (pre-war). 
Employment has moved in recent years as unders- 


INCREASE (+) OR DECREASE (-) IN PERSONS IN EMPLOYMENT IN N.S.W. 


Year ended October, 


June to October, 


Private | Local | Govern- | All Em- Private Govern- |AIL1 En~ 
EnpLloy Govt. | mental ployment | Employ. mental ployment, 
426,789 |+2,041 | + 500 +29, 5350 +42, 828 + 9,800 +58, 906 
+ 146 |- 944 | =1,500 ~- 2,098 + 9,291 | ~3,213 | + 1,600 + 7,678 
421,812 |-1,118 | -2,200 | 418,494 | #11,362 | -1,326 |+ 2,600 | +12, 636 
424,816 |- 951 |= 300 | +25,585 | 424,582 | -1,550 |+ 6,800 | +29, 832 
+ 7,172 |- 224 | +3,000 + 9,948 +27, 891 504 | #11, 500 458,777 


hin ee A 


Most of the increase in privately employed persons has taken place in manufacturing, 
The establishnent of new Governnent mumitions plants ete, accounts for many of the 
grcater number shovm in Govermacnt employment, During the past year shops and 
warchouses have becn adding to staff, From Sept. to Oct, there were seasoml 
inereascs in caployment in wholesale and retail trades and amusements, hotels, 
ete, Wartime handling and storage of primary products has caused much of the 
inerease in offices and commerce, 


Some particulars illustrating the course of employment over the past four ycars 
are appended, The rapid expansion of manufacturing industries during the war 
period (sec page 7 ) is the feature of the table, vide percentage comparisons given 
in the concluding columns:- ; 

EMPLOYMENT IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 
(Excluding relicf workers and men in the Armed Forces not on civil paysheets). _ 


| Persons employed in middle week of - Movement, 
Octe, 194 over 
Groupe Octe, |Oct., | Auge, | Oct., | Scpt., Octey Auge, OCB es 
1937, |1938. | 1939. |1940.| 1941, | 1941. | 1939. 49405 
000 | 000 | 000 000 | 000 | 000 % % 
All Employment 329.7 | 837.4 | 834.8 | 879.9 |916.6% | 918.7% | + 10.4 + 4,4 
Private " 679.7 | 689.0 | 680,5 | 725.0 751.2% | 753.0" | + 10,7 + 3,9 
Al Factories .g 994.0 | 250.7 | 228.7 | 255,9285,7* | 286.8% | + 25,4 4+13,0 
ath Ten 
of More Employees - . 
| Mines j Hors |. 1,8 h Bier | 21.5) 2150 «| 20,0, [Sar = 1.9 
Retail Trade Bosco Gig et Oise hk Sos boa Galak $525 + 4,8 
Wholesale Trade 24,8 | 2567 | 25.4 | 25.8] 26,4 | 26,7 + 5.1 + 3,5 
Offices and Commerec Ns MW eee sia weed EO ORIEN SONG: BOWS +12,9 + 1,7 
Bhip's.2 Ra.Trnspt. | 20.5| 20.5) 20.7 | 21.5) 21.4 | 21.4 | + 5.4 + 0.5 
Beonal Sorvices.t | 2760 | 29.0| 29.5} 50.8) 51.2 | 52.4 410.6 + 5.2 
ther Industrics. D5) Bays 120.8 (19,8! eat wl AS eee Oe 
_Veher Industri 


4 to revision ¢g Includes working proprictors. 


- Denotes decrease. x Subjec 
anusenents, hotels, etc, 


tr Includes hospitals, professions, 
/The Rescrvessece 
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PART TIT, (Continued, ) 


The reserve male lebour force is negligible and efforts will be made to attract 
more women into industry, The ever-increasing needs of war industries will require 
more effective use of man-power, including the transfer of workers from non- 
essential civilian activities, and perhaps further revision of the list of reserved 
occupations, Freliminary to action to meet the problem of labour supply the newly 
created Production Executive Committee is to moke a survey of material and man~ 
power resources, using information collected by the Parliamentary Man-Power Commit- 
tee. 


MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES, There were 286,800 persons employed in factories in N.S.W. 


in the middle week of October, 194i, This record number is 
58,100 more than in the pre-war month (Aug. 1939) ond 32,900 more than in Oct., 1940, 
Changes month by month during the war period were as follow:- 


Changes (Inerease + Decrease -) in month ended - 


Nov. Dec. Jon, Feb, Mar. Apr, May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. 
Persons employed in factories - thousands, 


A959 be "O33 .7 41.8 <3. 7 ¥252°45, 3 -5° =5.8 TS f/ed +oeb tae Ona ae eae 
POLO G4 42,8 +556 =359 tigd 47,0 0,6. <45,0. shyt) 425e be 6 ae ee 


The index number of factory employment is 59 p.c. above the average for the best 
pre-depression year (1928-29), The development of war industries accounts for the 
rapid increase in 1939-40 and 1949-41 and as more new munitions, etc, factories 
are being established the upward trend of factory employment is likely to continue:- 


EMPLOYMENT IN FACTORIES IN NEW SOUTH WALES, 


Avers, June Aug.,  Qct.,, Aug, Sept., Oct. , 

1928-29 4933, = 1939. 1904 tone Toure HA 
Persons (099) 180,7 Ong. 7 226,7) 25559 2815S Saar 286, 8 
Index No, 4.00 77 426 41.0 456 458 159 


g Subject to revision, 


From September to October, 1941 the movements in employment in factories were 
relatively small except for the further increase in the metals working group and 
& seasonal rise in food and drink factories, In striving to promote war production 
to the utmost iron and steel plants have been working to capacity and the output 
of the coal mines has reached @ record level, In the subjoined table the remark- 
able expansion of the metals working industries is the outstanding feature, Other 
industries serving wartime needs and showing wartime expansion (see comparisons at 
foot of table) include Chemicals, etc, textiles and clothing, some kinds of wood- 
working and rubber, ‘The particulars relate only to private factories with ten or 
more employees and therefore take no account of Government factories newly estab- 
lished and expanded during the past two years:;-— 


EMPLOYMENT IN PRIVATE FACTORIES WITH TEN OR MORE TAXABLE EMPLOYEES, N.S.W. 


Textiles} Food | Wood- 
and and work- Print- 
Clothing! Drink,| ing &c, | i 


Indus- 
trial 
metals 


Middle week 


Cement, cure 
of = 


Bricks, 
Glass, cans 


See ge eee employed - thousands, 


Oeteg 1730 Gavi 1 5Oeo> Th he 27,50) Fao bP ey, 
Aug., 1939(a) | 11,50 ie | 64428 3.68 
Cet. 1 ohO 12,150 8,56. | (4.26 3,59 
Auge, 1944 13,09 Dba | Maes 4,60 
Septny .| San Pale | ORaee 4.69 
Oct. . 9,80: 195250 Se (ha ea 4. 66 


These figures are withheld from general publication (see B.S. 1941 /9C). 
/Salesiwea 


PART III. (Continued, ) 


Sales from factories were stimulated by expectstions of an increase in sales tax 
rates under the budget proposals and this probably accounted for part of the large 
increase in sales made by forty two large factories in Sept., 1941 in comparison 
with Sept., 1940, In the nine months ended September, however, sales were 36.2 
pec, and 21.4 p.c. greater this year than in 1939 and 1940, respectively. In these 
factories the number of employees increased by 14.7 pec. and the weekly wages bill 
by 24 p.c. between September, 194.0 and 1941. Other statistical comparisons are:- 


MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES - NEW SOUTH WALES. 


ALL FACTORTES, FORTY-TWO LARGE FACTORIES, 


Oct ober, Month of 


ptember, _ 


January to September, 
—_ (Monthly Averages) 


' Employment, 


Number | Index No, | Sales|Employ- | Wages Sales |imploy- Wages 
ees. paid ees, paid 
(weekly) (weekly ) 
Aver, 1928-29 = £000] 000 £000 900 £000 
180,756 400 

LOST 22h, 000 4 2h eae ie ees 90.3 Lego Sah. 
1938 299,400 1428 POV 2 ea 96,7 2504 9561 
1939 | 236,790 134 3669] 23.1 97.4. 2520 9545 
1 94.0 259 2OOn% 44.0 x 3634.) 24.8 108.8 ae Pe) 1 ed 
4 9A 286, 800 x 459 x) L7G) 26.9 136,5 2723 “Rages 


x Subject to revision, 


GAS AND &LECTRICITY. In October, 1941 the index number of consumption of gas and 
electricity in Sydney was 154 (Av,1929-3%1 = 100). This was a 

new hich point and 14. p.c. higher than in October, 1939, The development of war 
industries is the major factor in the recent increase in the amount of gas and 
electricity used, It is estimated that wear industries ore absorbing the full out- 
put of a 50,000 watt turbo-alternator, One additional such generator is on order 
in Britain for Bunnerong and plant for expansion of power-houses at Fyrmont and 
Balmain is also being obtained. Thus the ample reserve of power available in 
Sydney will be maintained, All metropolitan power houses have been inter-connected 
ond linked with Newcastle and Lithgow plant and the connection between Sydney and 
Port ‘sembla is under construction, 


INDEX OF CONSUMPTION OF GAS AND ELECTRICITY - SYDNEY AND SUBURBS. 


4929 1952 ceed des 3S. 4959 494.0 4 9 
Index Numbers: Average 1929-31 = 4100, 


Month of October 409 96 419 424 155 137 4 54. 
Calendar Year 405 96 419 125 434 $55 - 


RATLWAYS. Curtailment of interstate shipping services and of road haulage by petrol 
restrictions together with the expansion of war industries and the trons- 
port of military etc, personnel ond equipment have caused a heavy wartime increase 
in railway traffic, More passengers are being carried thon ever before and except- 
ing 2 year ago (when the roilwsys were moving goods held up during the coal stopp- 
age) the quantity of goods handled is also a record. In recent months results com- 
pare with those of corresponding months of earlier years as follows:- 


Passengers (Mill. ) Goods Ton-Miles (Mill. ) Working Surplus (£000) 
June July Aug. Sept. June July Aug., Sept. June July Aug., Sept. 
eee >, 7 166 108. 16D AS? oA G2. 152s 11S a25/ | Of 28 37284 Veo 
Woo 118 15,2 14.3 1423 15S ented, eee, LA =229. 370 502) 669 
WoO? 15.5 15.5 14.9 1569 ot ghz Son 2 o8n  20y =F , 1808 “625. = yao 
4914 WE AHGEO 1 14 0 10d A Aes 15 AS 190 -675 623 656 yay 
Poyroll tsx is 2 substantial new item of working costs being met in 1941-12, but 


financiol results continue to compare favourably with those recorded in any year 
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PART III. (Continued, ) 
It is significant of the great increase in employment that passengers carried 
in Sept. Qr. numbered nearly 20 p.c, more in 1941 than in 1939. Other statistical 
comparisons are appended:- 


NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS, 


MONTH OF SEPTEMBER, SEPTEMBER QUARTER, 


Passenger | Goods Ton | Working Passenger | Goods Ton | Working 
Journeys. | Mileage |Surplus g | Journeys. Mileage Surplus ¢ 
wa min, | mila, | £000 
Li 9o" ere) 150 552 16.1 12.0 14.88 
4938 15,0 138 383 416.9 4.52 1148 
i) 1455 nA 669 bad 475 4 5k 
194.0 15.9 207 769 64 676 21.04 
194A ea | 190 751 524.5 D2? 2030 


Excess of earnings over working expenses exclusive of interest, etc. 
charges, amounting in 1940-41 to £6,618, 000, 


ROAD TRANSPORT SERVICES, Trams and buses in Sydney and Newcastle have se increased 


their earnings, consequent upon the greater number of 
passengers carried that the excess of revenue over working expenses (these latter 
increased by the payroll tax) has reached a record level. There were 24,4 million 
(27 p.c.) more passengers carried in Sept. Qr. of 1941 than of 1939 and comparing 
the same periods an increase in working expenses of 16,7 p.c. was more thon off- 
set by the increase of 22.1 p.c. in gross earnings. Trams and omibuses are 
transporting many people no longer able to use private cars, etc, on account of 
petrol rationing, and services have been extended to cope with the additional 
troffic due to this cause, to military travelling, and to the record and rising 
level of economic activity. 


GOVERNMENT TRAMWAY AND OMNIBUS SERVICES - SYDNEY AND NEWCASTLE, 


MONTH OF  SHPTEMBER, 
+] : VI < a! 


SEPTEMBER QUARTER, 


Passen- 
gers, 


Working 
Surplus p 


6 Excess of earnings over working expenses, exclusive of interest, 
sinking fund, exchange ond depreciation totalling in 190-1, 
£662, 000. 


BUILDING PERMITS, - Metropolis. 


(Note: Government buildings are not included in building permits, ) 


The decrease in the value of building permits in Oct. 19/1 was 
probably incidental to the brick strike, In recent months housebuilding 
has been at 2 record level and many factories have been erected but other 
types of building have decreased, some of them greatly. In the city 
building is very depressed, 

Dwellings proposed have decreased recently on account of fewer flats 
but in Jan-Oct, were 1,279 greater than in 1940, and 1,646 less than in 
19564 


Probably affected by the stoppage of brick deliveries the value of permits 
granted for erection of private buildings in Sydney and suburbs decreased +o 
£768,000 in October, 1941 from 2 monthly average of &, 062,000 in the preceding 
six months, The political crisis and budget uncertainties may also have delayed 
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PART III (Continued, ) 


building proposals, but there had been a decrease in each of the two preceding 
months and the total was the lowest for October since 1935, In present circum- 
stonces deductions as to trend are not justified from statistical comparisons 
which are as follow:= 


Dec, Mar, June 


Gt & Gre Bor. f July Aug, Sept, Oct. July-Oct, f 


Value of permits for private buildings - £ thousand, 


“eee, 799 x 650 295 997 1089) ADS5 963 100 

4938 4082 x 1035 4230 4714 4 202° 44.400 933 4246 

1939 1065 x 952 4077 4522 4209 800 1205 44 Bh 

491.0 868 x 775 993 1048 956 84.0 833 HI 

194A 4190 x 786 1078 4239 97h. 927 768 S77 
d Monthly average, x Preceding year, 


Contracts for buildings for State and Commonwealth Governments and agencies and 
private building permits, in October and the four months ended October were to- 
gether greater in amount this year than in 19.0 though less than 1939:- 


METROPOLIS MONTH OF OCTOBER JULY TO OCTOBER 
15S! 4 94.0 4 SLA 1939 494.0 191A 
Public Bldgs, £000 409 34. 475 597 352 612 
Private " i 4205 833 768 14.737 3677 3908 
Total Wan 867 Oh4 533k. 4.029 4.520 


Building activity in the city is at a very low level, the earlier decline 
(since 1938) having been reinforced by official building restrictions. In the 
suburbs, however, private building projects in 1941 approach in value the highest 
post=-depression level:- 


CITY BULLDING PERMITS (£000). SUBURBAN BUILDING PERMITS (£000). 


195, TIO. Ago? AOE. Ae ges 1938 1999 494.0 1 ol. 


Oct, 11.6 483 2th 53 445 817 750 935 800 as: 
Jan,-Oct, 2013 9738 1716 9L.5 487 6964. 9OL.3 9105 8035 901 3 


The outstanding recent characteristic is the record value (for post-depression 
years) of permits granted for erection of housesi- 


Permits for Houses 


Metropolis. July Aug. Sept. Oct. July-Oct. 
1938 £000 562 585 478 438 2, 06), 
4939 : 592 587 347 460 4,986 
4 94.0 ‘ Hee 530 41,0 1.53 1g GED 
4 9b " 8H 64.3 603 54.8 Pees 


The building of factory premises has also continued. actively and more flats were 
undertaken than in 191.0 but buildings such as hotels, shops, theatres, churches, 
etc, have been curtailed under the building control regulations, In October, 1914 
there were decreases in value in comparison with Oct,, 1940 for all classes other 
thon houses and factories, Fercentage comparisons given at foot of the next table 
show that in the ten months ended October the value of permits for both brick and 
wooden etc, houses was greatest in 1941 of any recent years, but for all other 
classes of buildings was below, and in the cases of hotels etc. shops and "other" 
buildings, very much below the pre-war level in 1959:- 
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PART III, (Continued, ) 


VALUE OF FRIVATE BUILDING FERMITS - SYDNEY AND SUBURBS. 


Houses = 
Hotels 
ie re cor Total 
aoe Wood, (ayy Guest iis 
es Houses 
etc, Fibro. 
£000 £000 £000 ‘S000 
October, 1938 | 355 83 234 82 955 
S959 388 We 1S 45 4205 
1940 | 398 5h. 194, 28 833 
i Shad el maa) 4.09 3 768 
Jan, -Oct., 1938 44175. |. 762 3000 13 11784 
1939(@)13879 | B&O | 2510 LAS 40824 
LORY 1592767 Be 47 OF 55k 8980 
494 (b)}5007 | 835 11978 LA 9500 
Movement: é 
(a), woltb) +29,1%} 43.1% | -21.4% -90.2% | -60.8% }-17.1% | -69,.6% | -12.2% 


Including (a) conversions to flats (b) shops with dwellings (c) public gorages, 


DWELLINGS, In recent months the number of dwellings of all kinds proposed has been 
ereater than in any post-depression year with the exception of 1938 and 
as regards houses the number has been the greatest since 1929, The decrease in 
October might be related to the closing of the brickyards, 


May June July Aug. Sept, Oct, 6 months 
ended Oct, 
Dwellings of all kinds included in building permits (Metropolis), 
1555 ata 1439 4 26h, were 1785 84 2 ep gare 
1:939 869 4 2h.6 4223 1051 569 rads 55 £98 
194.0 963 782 74.8 820 676 12g 4,718 
19LA 1909 4267 4042 ae, 807 677 5, 811 


Building control regulations require official approval tefore erection of any 
building containing more than two dwellings whether or not the value exceeds £3,000 
ond this probably accounts in part for the decrease in flat proposals (99 dwellings 
in the last four months compar.d with 1,637 in the preceding four months.) As 
the following table shows, it is in this element that lies the decrease in the 
provision of new housing in comparison with the high level in 1938. In the ten 
months ended October, the number of dwellings preposed was 1,279 greater in 19) 
then in 1940, about the same (30 less) 28 in 1939 ond 1,646 or 15.4 p.c. less 
than in 1938, 


/Compar stivess cccvewes 


PART III. (Continued, ) 
Comparative porticulors are os under:- 


DWELLINGS INCLUDED IN FRIVATE BUILDING FERMITS - SYDNEY AND SUBURBS, 


THEN MONTHS ENDED OCTOBER, 


TYPE OF DWELLING, 4937| 1938 | 1939 |1940 |194 Movement 
'39 tot 


Number of dwelling units. ve 


er cent, 
Houses - Brick etc, %,050| 3,999] 5,658 | 3,601 |4,398 + 20 
Wood, Fibro etc. S67 4 4284) 1,261 | ty 29> 14,252 - 15 
Plots - In new buildings 2,746) 4,607} 3,30 12,475 |3,039 |  - 10.4 
In converted buildings 4.08 368 2H 202 430 =~ 55.3 
With shops, hotels, etc. dik) 202 4 80 93 60 = Gee6 
Grand Total 7, 284110, 604.) 8,981 |7,662 |8, 859 = “ete 
Less Demolitions & Conversions 373 OTT 271 261 478 - 24.3 
Net Additional Dwellings 6,911 |10, 327 7,401 |8, 681 


The number of dwellings proposed this year, equivalent to an onnual rate of 
10,414 represents a greater provision for new housing than in 1929 cr any more recent 
year with the exception of 1938, Rising building costs, already very high, re a 
deterrent to house-building, Both State ond Federal Governments are formulating 
policies in regard tc housing but specific plans have not yet been announced, 
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NUMBER OF DWELLINGS INCLUDED IN BUILDING FERMITS - SYDNEY AND SUBURBS. 


JAN,-OCT. 


6,432 | 5,847 | 5,706)4,892 | 5,630 
5,821 | 4,290 | 4,135) 2,770 3,229 
111,853 9,822 | 9,557) 7,401 8, 681 


4 


Individual Houses 
In Flats, with shops, etc. 
Tetol Dwellings Cnet) g 


% Yearly average. d After deducting demolitions and conversions. 


